
Mr. UPHA
Lonnie Lavery

	He was one of the most unique characters you 
would ever want to meet. He was also one of the great-
est friends/supporters/leaders the United Professional 
Horsemen’s Association has ever known. As good 
friend and peer Jim Taylor said, “he was high on tradi-
tion but wasn’t afraid to think outside the box.” Those 
are the ingredients that make good leaders in some-
thing like the show horse industry.

	Lavery was born a fourth generation horseman 
and in 1968 his family built Richlon Farms as a pri-
vate stable. Two years later a young Lonnie opened it 
as a public stable for training and equitation instruc-
tion. As stated in Elizabeth Culley’s Who’s Who in 
Horsedom, “When Richlon Farms opened its door 
with a small band of broodmares and 20 colts, three-
years-old and under, Mr. Lavery proved by his ability 
and patient understanding, that preparing young horses 
for amateur riders is his special talent. He made and 
brought out such successful contenders as Fancy Free, 
Fast Time, The Iron Duchess, Fiesta Time, Majestic 
Whirlwind, Contract’s Private Princess, Speculation, 
Dating Game and Deliverance.”

	Having learned from his father and the great K.K. 
“Eddie” Gutridge, for the next 30 some years Lavery 
continued to develop show ring champions and team 
horses and riders into thrilling combinations, includ-
ing those shown by his daughter Lindsay. From the 
family’s Sharon Center, Ohio, facility the Laverys sold 
hundreds of champions over the years and garnered 
more than 70 World’s Championships including the 
outstanding stars World’s Champion Of Champions 
CH Flash Gordon, World’s Champion Of Champions 
CH Our Golden Duchess, World’s Champion Of 
Champions CH Specialty Item, World’s Champion Of 
Champions Little Sport Model, World’s Champion Of 
Champions Callaway’s Powerful Magic, Bi Mi Sultan’s 

Wine, Vanessa’s Fine Wind, Super Jewel, Chansonette 
Supreme, Millennium the road horse world’s champion 
Happy Landing and many more.

	Ponies were also part of the Richlon championship 
string over the years. McKenzie’s Elvira, Holiday’s 
Candyman, Patent Pending, McKenzie’s Cassanova, 
and Classical Dancer were among his Hackney stars.

	“Lonnie was one of the first trainers from Ohio in 
recent history that went to a national level,” stated Jim 
Taylor. “The way he put a horse in the ring ready for 
an amateur was unbelievable. He proved that over and 
over, especially with Lindsay [Lavery].”

	In addition to being known as a top horseman, 
Lavery was equally recognized for his talents as a 
judge. He held a license for more than 40 years and 
judged every major show in the country, including the 
World’s Championship Horse Show three times, the 
Morgan Grand National eight times, the National Show 
Horse Finals three times, as well as the Arabian and 
Renai Horse finals. One on many things he was noted 
for while judging was never looking at his card during 
the class. One of the biggest complaints of judges is 
they spend too much time looking at their cards and 
thus, missing a lot of the class. Lavery would take his 
card out of his pocket when the class was lined up and 
then mark it.

	As talented as he was in the show ring, whether 
competing or officiating, maybe his greatest gift to the 
show horse industry came as a member of the United 
Professional Horsemen’s Association (UPHA). This 
association meant the world to Lavery who held nearly 
every office available, including serving many times as 
Chapter Chairman and twice as the National organiza-
tion’s President.

	During his career he was honored with the 1999 
Richard Lavery Horseman Of The Year award and in 

2002, induction into the UPHA Tom Moore Hall of 
Fame. However, he gave back to UPHA far more than 
he ever received, as he was instrumental in many of the 
programs we see today.

	He, along with Tom Moore and a few others, 
were responsible for creating the Dewey Henderson 
Benevolent Fund. He was responsible for making the 
UPHA Exceptional Challenge Cup a reality and he 
was the original negotiator on the contract with the 
American Royal to host the UPHA Classic Grand 
Championships. Additionally, Lavery was a longstand-
ing member of the USEF Drugs and Medications 
Committee, keeping the industry up-to-date with the 
ever-changing works of that committee.

	In his spare time Lavery was co-founder and 
President of the $100,000 Breeder’s Jackpot program, 
at the time the richest class in the world for weanlings 
of any breed. He was also very involved in the presti-
gious New Market Select Yearling Sale.

	“He could have been whatever he wanted to be,” 
added Jim Taylor. “His people skills were phenomenal, 
when he wanted them to be. His quick wit and sense of 
humor are things I’ll never forget. Within two minutes 
of meeting someone new he was their best friend.

	“I’ll never forget the first time I met him I was in 
Indiana and he judged one of our shows there. After 
the show he came to the exhibitor’s party and one of 
my customer’s sons was a professional wrestler. Well, 
before you know it, Lonnie is a wrestler also. He could 
relate to or be whatever he wanted to be when the situ-
ation called for it.

	“For me, the thing I’m going to miss about him 
most is his weekly phone calls. When he moved to 
Florida we would call every week and we would talk 
about everything. He never got off the phone without 
saying, ‘I love you.’”

Lonnie was born to be a horseman and went from leadline to playing cowboy on his spotted pony to being a dapper showman and Hall of Fame trainer.
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Lonnie, Renee and Lindsay hung many winning ribbons and blankets of roses on the tack room wall 
for Richlon Farms.

Starting at a young 
age, Lonnie Lavery 

was active in the UPHA 
for many years. He 

acquired that love of 
the association from 

his father, Richard E. 
Lavery (l).

	Lavery had a large circle of friends and spent 
his last years sharing his knowledge, both in per-
son and as a consultant on line with his “Ask The 
Trainer.”

	“He was a very knowledgeable person who 
loved the horse business,” said fellow Ohio 
horseman Bob Phillips. “He set the standard for 
what horses should look like in the ring, how they 
should be turned out, how they should travel. He 
led the way for us.

	“He recently came to my barn every Thursday 
for two years and was a tremendous help. We 
would discuss every facet of horse training. It 
was a very good relationship.

	“Lonnie was also a personality. You never 
knew what the next thing was coming out of his 
mouth.”

	He left his fingerprints all over the horse 
business as we know it today and all over many 
of today’s successful, professional horsemen 
and women, including is son Joe and daugh-
ter Lindsay. He loved sharing knowledge and 
encouraging others to participate in the industry, 
particularly with the UPHA.

	“He encouraged me to serve in the Secretary 
role with UPHA,” said Renee Lavery. “He got 
that love of the UPHA from his father and shared 
it with us all. We had a lot of fun.”

	October 31, 2012 was a sad day for this 
industry as it marked the peaceful passing of Mr. 
UPHA. In typical Lavery fashion, he went out 
creating headlines and conversation. That same 
day, his longtime close friend and fellow horse-
man Paul St. Charles joined him in heaven.
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A versatile horseman, Lonnie was just as strong in the Morgan industry. He is 
pictured with the multi-titled world champion Cedar Creek Pazazz.

Lonnie Lavery was 
a man of many 
hats and you never 
knew which hat you 
were going to get. 
He loved to have a 
good time.

Lonnie and Renee Lavery 
became the face of the 
Lavery family’s famed 

Richlon Farm and again 
put Ohio on the map as 
a national force in the 
Saddlebred business.



He was as good a showman as he was a horseman and is pictured here having 
a little fun aboard the grand gaited mare Super Jewel.

Page 72 • Saddle Horse Report • January 7, 2013

A highly sought after judge, Lonnie officiated 
all the major shows including the World’s 
Championship Horse Show and the Morgan Grand 
National. 

The Lavery family will long be remembered for their contributions to the show horse industry.

Lonnie presented Vanessa’s Fine Wine for the huge Devon audiences.
Lonnie was also known for his talents in the pony world. The cob-
tail McKenzie’s Elvira was a winner for Lavery and owner Kathy 
Buente.

In his retirement 
years Lonnie 
spent a lot of 
time consulting, 
traveling to 
different shows 
visiting and 
enjoying the 
beach in Florida.

Nothing gave Lonnie more enjoyment than watching Lindsay have success, something she has done 
since she was a tot.


